In both these cases sufficient opium had been taken to prove fatal, and sufficient timo too had elapsed to allow of its being absorbed into the system, as nothing of it was found in the vomitings after the stomachs had been thoroughly washed; as will be observed from the subjoined reports, the symptoms in both the cases were aggravated beforo atropia was tried.
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In the first case three injections were given, containing each one-sixteenth of a grain of atropia ; and, though the second injection produced some dilation of the pupil, no decided improvement was observed, aud hence it was not sufficient to neutralize the whole of the opium taken. Three-sixteenths of a grain of the salt, however, were alternately found to neutralize about forty grains of opium.
In the second case the symptoms were serious, and, considering the tender ago of the patient and the quantity taken, the result was at first doubtful; but in this case one-fiftieth of a grain of the sale saved the life of the patient. Case The mother stated that about 7* a.m., after administering the usual dose of opium to the child (a custom prevalent here amongst the poor) she carelessly left the debia (box) containing the opium on the floor where the child was playing and took to her domestic work. She did not see the child till after 9 a.m., ?when she found it quite drowsy and insensible.
It at once struck her that the child must have swallowed some opium from the debia, and she found the whole of the opium contained in it was gone. She could not tell the exact quantity the child had taken, but showed a piece of earth of equal volume, which was equal to 10 grains of opium in weight.
Various domestic remedies were tried to make the child vomit, with more or less success, till the symptoms became alarming enough to render it necessary to have recourse to hospital.
Symptoms on admission.?The child was insensible and drowsy and fast sleeping on its mother's shoulder; lids drooping; pupils much contracted; extremities cold; pulse very weak; respiration slow, but not stertorous; no sensibility on pinching.
A dash of cold water on the face made the child start up and ery, but it soon relapsed into its former state. A five-grain dose of sulphate of zinc was given with warm water and the throat tickled with feathers and fingers.
The child had a free vomiting of pure water. Another dose of zinc was repeated and warm water forced down the throat. The child vomited three times after this, but no trace of opium could be found in the vomitings.
The drowsiness and insensibility were observed gradually to deepen more and more, almost verging to coma.
It was not till half an hour after that I received the hypodermic syringe, which had been lent to the Jail Hospital. During this interval, the child was undergoing the treatment just mentioned with cold dashing on the face and pouring of cold water on the head. Five minims of ^n atropia solution, containing one hundredth part of a grain, had also been given by the mouth, but no signs of improvement were observed, except that the child was kept awake by the means resorted to.
Six minims of the solution of sulphate of atropia of the above strength were then snbcutaneously injected into the right arm. Five minutes after the pupils were seen dilating. In half an hour more the child began to show signs of improvement .-notwithstanding, another injection was made on the other arm. An hour afterwards the child was out of danger; however it remained more or less drowsy the whole day. In the evening it was taken home, and when it was brought again, next morning, the mother stated that it remained well at night and had a sound sleep. A dose of castor-oil was ordered to be given, and the patient was discharged.
Burrisal, 23rd April 1875.
